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TALENTED ACTOR: Students of PPIS (Bedok) performing the story of The Little Prince. Photo: Tan Chin Tuan Foundation 

 

200 children and adults from 25 charities supported by Tan Chin Tuan Foundation (TCTF) demonstrated 
their talents in a More Than Words Showcase on 8 September. They include students from Persatuan 
Pemudi Islam Singapura (PPIS) who presented a theater performance of The Little Prince. 
 
Themed “True Colours, True Hearts”, the “show-and-tell” performance by children for children was held 
at the Lee Kong Chian Centre for Performing Arts at Anglo-Chinese School (Independent). The children 
performed for an audience of over 850 individuals - from 50 organisations in the non-profit sector and 
beyond. Also lending her support that night was well-known figure and proponent of local Malay dance 
Mdm Som Said.  
 
This is the third year that TCTF has created opportunities for the children through it’s More Than Words 
programme that was initiated in 2013. Fully funded by TCTF, the programme has reached more than 
2,500 beneficiaries to date. 
 
Leading up to the Showcase, the children embarked upon a six-month eye opening journey into the 
worlds of theatre, dance and creative writing. They were trained by seasoned arts practitioners such as 
Sri Warisan Som Said Performing Arts.  
 
Through the training sessions, the young beneficiaries learnt to communicate more confidently and 
positively through the spoken and written word, music and movement. Most importantly, the journey 
affirmed their dreams of a brighter future for themselves. 
 
Tan Chin Tuan Foundation CEO, Ms Yap Su-Yin said: 
“More Than Words brings children and teens aided by charities supported by the Tan Chin Tuan 
Foundation on an eye-opening journey of imaginative learning experiences through the creative arts. In 
line with TCTF’s focus on education and community development, the exposure to speech and drama, 
poetry, music and movement, dance and storytelling, watching plays and concerts spurred fun and 
dynamic engagement with languages and cultures. We are glad that social workers and charity staff 
interacting with children have also joined us for enrichment workshops to help the children to listen, 
read, speak, interact and support one another more effectively. Themed “True Colours, True Hearts”, 
More Than Words 2016 encourages all to cherish the values of Compassion, Courage, Determination, 
Gratitude and Respect in their words and deeds.” 
 
After the showcase, each child took home a More Than Words Book, “True Colours, True Hearts” gifted 
by TCTF to guests. The book is a compilation of the words and illustrations of many of the children who 
attended and performed – many of whom were delighted to see their contributions published in a book 
that they can truly call their own. 
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