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LHWB, 14 November 2005 (Mon) 
 
Former OCBC chairman Tan Chin Tuan passed away yesterday 
 
Former OCBC chairman Tan Chin Tuan passed away yesterday. He was 98. 
 
A pioneer of OCBC, Tan Chin Tuan retired from the bank 22 years ago and was made its 
honorary life president. 
 
According to a Straits Times report, Tan Chin Tuan became unwell last Sunday and was 
admitted into the Singapore General Hospital the following day. He remained in the 
intensive care unit till Friday, when he regained consciousness and asked to be 
discharged from the hospital. 
 
Back home, he appeared relaxed and even did simple exercises on the bed. However, he 
lost consciousness again yesterday, and was admitted into the hospital. 
 
Tan Chin Tuan joined the Chinese Commercial Bank as a clerk when he was 17. He was 
promoted to managing director of OCBC in 1942 and became its chairman in 1966. 
 
Although he had retired from the bank in 1983, Tan Chin Tuan remained committed to 
charitable causes. In March this year, he donated $29 million to the National University 
of Singapore to help elevate the quality of education and research at NUS. It remains the 
largest individual donation received by NUS to date. 
 
Three years ago, Tan Chin Tuan also donated $2.25 million towards the redevelopment 
of Anglo-Chinese School (Barker Road). He was an ACS alumnus, having completed his 
elementary and secondary education at ACS. 
 
Tan Chin Tuan left behind two daughters, eight grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. His wife and only son had passed away.  
 
His funeral will be held on the 17th November (Thursday). The cortege will leave for the 
Mandai Crematorium for funeral service at 11.45 am.   
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